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The 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion receives 
Congressional Gold Medal during Juneteenth ... from page 7
addressed mail for clues to deter-
mine the intended recipient, and 
they handled the sad duty of re-
turning mail addressed to service 
members who had died. 
  
As the war concluded the legacy 
of the 6888th was already being 
formed. Three members of the 
6888th are buried at Colleville-
Sur-Mer Normandy American 
Cemetery (there are only four 
women buried there). Like so 
many of the greatest generation, 
the women of the 6888th re-
turned from the war determined 
to make up for lost time - while 
some remained in the military, 
others used the GI Bill to further 
their education and create new 
opportunities for themselves. 
They became teachers, nurses, 
and businesswomen. One of the 
most important aspects of their 
legacy was their contributions to 
civil rights.   
 
 The accomplishments of the 
6888th in Europe contributed to 
a study regarding the contrib-
utions of women to the war ef-
forts which concluded: “[T]he 
national security program is the 
joint responsibility of all Ameri-
cans irrespective of color or sex” 
and “the continued use of col-
ored, along with white, female 
military personnel is required in 
such strength as is proportion-
ately appropriate to the relative 
population distribution between 

colored and white races.” 
 This is not a story about the 
mail. This is a story about 855 
black women, who found a way 
to serve when the nation needed 
them most. In 2019 a bi-partisan 
effort was started to award the 
Congressional Gold Medal to the 
6888th. As of the writing of this 
article that bill has passed the 
Senate and is awaiting a vote in 
the U.S. House of representa-
tives. 
 
Update: 
 
On Feb. 28, 2022 the House of 
Representatives passed legisla-
tion to award the 6888th the Con-
gressional Gold Medal. The 
Senate passed the measure last 
year, and President Joe Biden 
signed the bipartisan bill on 
March 14. They will be honored 
on June 15th, 2022. 

Although there are only a hand-
ful of members of the 6888th still 
living to receive the medal, the 
honor will cement their place in 
World War II history. 
To learn more: 
https://www.defense.gov/News/
F e a t u r e -
Stories/story/Article/2971608/all

-black-female-wwii-unit-to-re-
ceive-congressional-gold-medal/ 
https://www.womenofthe6888th.
org/ 
https://history.army.mil/html/topi
cs/afam/6888thPBn/index.html 
https://www.facebook.com/6888
thgoldmedal 

 *** 
 Joseph Reagan is the Director of 
Military and Veterans Outreach 
for Wreaths Across America. He 
has almost 20 years’ experience 
working with leaders within 
Government, non-profit, and 
Fortune 500 companies to de-
velop sustainable strategies sup-
porting National Security, and 
Veterans Health.  
 
 He served 8 years on active duty 
as an officer in the U.S. Army in-
cluding two tours to Afghanistan 
with the 10th Mountain Division. 
He is a graduate of Norwich Uni-

versity, the oldest private military 
college in the country. 

 *** 
  About Wreaths Across America 
Wreaths Across America is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
founded to continue and expand 
the annual wreath-laying cere-
mony at Arlington National 
Cemetery begun by Maine busi-
nessman Morrill Worcester in 
1992. The organization’s mission 
– Remember, Honor, Teach – is 
carried out in part each year by 
coordinating wreath-laying cere-
monies in December at Arling-
ton, as well as thousands of 
veterans’ cemeteries and other lo-
cations in all 50 states and bey-
ond.  
 
For more information or to spon-
sor a wreath please visit 
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org. 

TN Gov. Bill Lee issues executive order to enhance school  
safety and will evaluate school security and use of resources

 MEMPHIS, Tenn. – The Univer-
sity of Memphis has teamed up 
with Kroger to help fight hunger 
for the Tigers’ 901 Game on Sat-
urday, Sept. 17 against Arkansas 
State at 6 p.m. at Simmons Bank 
Liberty Stadium. 
 “We’re thrilled to have Kroger 
as presenting sponsor for the 
newly named 901 Game,” said 

Memphis and Kroger team up 
to Fight Hunger on 901 Game

NASHVILLE, Tenn. - Tennessee 
Governor Bill Lee recently 
signed an executive order direct-
ing accountability measures for 
school safety and an evaluation 
of training for Tennessee law en-
forcement. The order also estab-
lishes additional resources to 
support parents, teachers and law 
enforcement in improving school 
security practices. 
  “Parents need to have full con-
fidence that their children are 
safe at school, and thankfully, 
Tennessee has built a firm foun-
dation with our practical ap-
proach to securing schools, 
recognizing crisis and providing 
confidential reporting of any sus-
picious activity,” said Gov. Lee. 
“This order strengthens account-
ability and transparency around 
existing school safety planning 
and assures Tennessee parents 
that our efforts to protect students 
and teachers will continue.” 
  
Governor Lee signed Executive 
Order 97 to enhance school 
safety across Tennessee and pro-
mote engagement with parents, 
schools and law enforcement. 
  
For Parents 
Creates a School Safety Re-
sources and Engagement Guide 
to provide parents with infor-
mation regarding how to effec-

Todd Kucinski, general manager 
for Tiger Sports Properties, 
Memphis Athletics’ multimedia 
rightsholder and local LEAR-
FIELD team. “Tiger fans still 
have the opportunity to buy dis-
counted tickets for this Kroger-
sponsored game that benefits 

tively engage and advocate for 
safe conditions at their child’s 
school, including how to report 
suspicious or concerning activity 
through the SafeTN App, access 
mental health resources for their 
child and inquire about building 
security and compliance at their 
child’s school. 
  
Encourages parents, families and 
the local community to engage in 
school safety and partner with 
law enforcement to promote the 
habits and practices that help en-
sure school building security 
against unauthorized intruders. 
By implementing simple prac-
tices, such as ensuring a single 
point of entry and multiple points 
of exit, securing vestibules and 
other access points, and reporting 
suspicious activity, communities 
have the ability to vastly increase 
the security of their local school. 

 For Schools 
Directs Tennessee state agencies 
to provide additional guidance to 
help local school districts (LEAs) 
implement existing school safety 
law, which requires that each 
public school conduct an annual 
school security assessment and 
submit a school safety plan to the 
Tennessee school safety center. 
This guidance will include: 
•An increase in periodic audits of 
Tennessee local school security 
assessments and school safety 
plans, including but not limited 
to random in-person verification 
by state officials of a school’s im-
plementation of the approved as-
sessment; 
•A set of best practices for school 
leaders to enhance building secu-
rity and safety against an unau-
thorized intruder; and 
•Information for district and local 
government leadership regarding 
financial resources for school 
safety available through state 
programs and the Tennessee In-
vestment in Student Achieve-
ment Act (TISA). 
  
Updates the state School Safety 
Plan Template for LEAs to be 
published no later than July 1, 
2022 and include greater detail 
on: 
•A description of deficiencies 
identified by the LEA when con-

ducting the school security as-
sessment; 
•A description of district spend-
ing on building security and 
other school safety initiatives and 
how such expenditures mitigate 
the identified deficiencies; and 
•Designation of the district’s sin-
gle point of contact for school 
safety matters. 
  
Ensures LEAs receive guidance 
from the State Fire Marshal’s Of-
fice and other state agencies re-
garding how to appropriately 
improve school building security, 
while maintaining emergency 
egress and safeguarding of life 
and property from the hazards of 
fire and explosion. 
  
Directs the Department of 
Education to request permission 
from the federal government for 
districts to use existing federal 
ESSER funds to conduct a ful-
some, independent safety assess-
ment, including the identification 
of necessary facility upgrades. 
The Department will report to the 
Governor on which districts uti-
lize that flexibility, if approved. 
  
Directs the Department of 
Education to identify regional 
staff to support school safety in 
LEAs through repurposing exist-
ing staff to focus on safety, men-

tal health, and family and com-
munity engagement. 
  
Develops additional training 
and educational materials re-
garding school safety for edu-
cators, school leaders and staff, 
no later than August 1, 2022. 
  
For Law Enforcement 
Directs the Department of Com-
merce & Insurance, through 
TLETA, to evaluate and assess 
law enforcement training stan-
dards and recommend expan-
sions, improvements, or 
enhancements to existing training 
for active-shooter scenarios, and 
provide a report to the Governor, 
no later than July 1, 2022, with 
recommendations to expand its 
availability to local law enforce-
ment agencies and related educa-
tion stakeholders. 
  
Directs the Department of 
Commerce & Insurance to re-
view the use of armed security 
guards in non-public schools and, 
with the Department of Safety & 
Homeland Security, report to the 
Governor regarding the need for 
active-shooter training for armed 
guards. 
  
Calls for new strategies to expand 
local and state law enforcement 
agencies by increasing the 

number of Tennesseans exploring 
and pursuing careers in law en-
forcement. 
  
Previous actions to strengthen 
school safety: 
 
For more than three years, the 
Lee administration has priori-
tized school safety, with efforts 
focused on mental health re-
sources, confidential reporting 
and securing school buildings. 
•In 2019, the Governor estab-
lished a School Resource Officer 
(SRO) Grant program placing 
213 new SRO’s in Tennessee 
public schools. 
• Efforts also doubled the state's 
annual investment in school 
safety funding to support im-
provements in building security 
measures and violence interven-
tion programming. 
•School safety investments re-
main a top priority under the new 
TISA funding formula. 
•The Tennessee Department of 
Safety & Homeland Security 
developed a free app called Sa-
feTN which is an anonymous re-
porting system for students, 
faculty, parents and the public to 
easily and confidentially report 
their concerns or tips to law en-
forcement. 
•Mental health resources have 
been expanded through the Men-
tal Health Trust Fund and The 
Tennessee Mental Health Crisis 
Hotline, which is available 24/7, 
365 days a year: 855-274-7471. 
  

“We’re thrilled to have 
Kroger as presenting sponsor 
for the newly named 901 
Game,” said Todd Kucinski, 
general manager for Tiger 
Sports Properties, Memphis 
Athletics’ multimedia rights-
holder and local LEAR-
FIELD team.

Mid-South Food Bank and sup-
ports Kroger’s Zero Hunger Zero 
Waste program.” 
 The 901 Game, presented by 
Kroger, will feature discounted 
$10 tickets, with each ticket sold 
providing three meals through 
the Mid-South Food Bank, 
which supports Kroger’s Zero 
Hunger, Zero Waste program. 
The goal for the 901 Game is to 
provide 10,000 meals. 
  
Fans can purchase the $10 tickets 
online at 
GoTigersGo.com/Kroger or by 
scanning the QR codes that will 
be at all Mid-South area Kroger 
locations. For questions, call the 
University of Memphis ticket of-
fice at 901-678-2331. 
  
For complete information on 
Memphis Tigers Football, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the team's social media 
channels on Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook.  
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 “Parents need to have full 
confidence that their children 
are safe at school, and thank-
fully, Tennessee has built a 
firm foundation with our 
practical approach to secur-
ing schools, recognizing cri-
sis and providing confidential 
reporting of any suspicious 
activity,” said Gov. Lee. 

 
  

The best gift on 
Father’s Day is to  

be there. 
 

Happy Father’s Day!


